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through the interface of the conventional web browser software. In one embodiment, the 
buyer selects the subject of the goods he wishes to purchase by selecting from a list of 
possible subjects. Subjects might include airline tickets, hotel rooms, rental cars, 
insurance, mortgages, clothing, etc. After the subject is selected, a form is displayed on a 
video monitor of a buyer interface. This form is an electronic contract with a number of 
blanks to be filled out by the buyer, with each blank representing a condition of a CPO.-- 
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In the Claims: 



Please cancel claims 1-97 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Please add the following claims: 
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>L^, \ A system, comprising: 

yl \ a server providing a web page accessible by customers; 




aVtorage device storing a program; 

a processor in communication with said storage device, said processor operative with said 
program to: 

rec^ve a conditional purchase offer including an offer price from a customer 
utilizing said web page for purchasing goods or services; 

receive aa)ayment identifier specifying a financial account for use in providing 
guaranteed payment for said goods or services if said conditional purchase offer is accepted; 

compare saiavconditional purchase offer with seller inventory and pricing 
information to determine if sard conditional purchase offer is acceptable; 

if said conditionaKpurchase offer is unacceptable, transmit a rejection of said 
conditional purchase offer to the customer; and 
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take an action to detey the customer from submitting multiple conditional 
purchase offers for said goods or seirvices. 

99. The system of claim 98, wherein said conditional purchase offer includes an expiration 
date. 

100. The system of claim 98, ^herein said seller inventory and pricing information includes 
seller-defined rules. 

101. The system of claim 98,|wherein the customer accesses said web page using a web 
browser. 

102. The system of claim 98|, wherein the customer accesses said web page which displays an 
electronic form containing a nmmber of blanks to be filled out by the customer, the blanks 
representing conditions of the conditional purchase offer. 

103. The system of claim 98, wherein said financial account is a debit account. 

104. The system of claim 98, wherein said financial account is a credit account. 



105. The system of claim 9 
pre-authorize said offer price 

106. The system of claim S 



, wherein said processor is further operative with said program to 
of said conditional purchase offer with a financial clearinghouse. 
8, wherein said goods or services includes at least one of: an airline 
ticket, an automobile, insurai ce, computer equipment and a hotel accommodation. 
107. The system of claim 98, wherein said processor is fiirther operative with said program to 

purchase offer prior to consideration thereof. 
07, wherein authentication of said conditional purchase offer 
includes acceptance of a customer credit card number. 

109. The sys^m of claim 98, wherein said action includes limiting additional conditional 
purchase offers c^tain|ng a progressively increasing price. 



authenticate said conditional 
108. The system of claim 
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110. The system of cl^im 98, wherein said action includes Hmiting additional conditional 
purchase offers that a customer can submit within a predefined period of time. 

111. The system of claim 98 wherein said processor is operative with said program to compare 
said conditional purchase offer with seller inventory and pricing information by accessing 
information in at least c ne of: a computer reservation system and an airline reservation system. 

112. A method forlusing a computer to process the sale of goods or services, comprising: 

receiving a conditional purchase offer including an offer price fi:*om a customer 
utilizing a web page for purchasing goods or services; 

receiving aimayment identifier specifying a financial account for use in providing 
guaranteed payment for saflVftgo^d or services if said conditional purchase offer is accepted; 



compannfe saifl conditionaPpurchase offer with seller inventory and pricing 
information to determine iija^^ purchase offer is acceptable; 

if said conditional purchase offer is unacceptable, transmitting a rejection of said 
conditional purchase offer to the i^ustomer; and 

taking an action to deter the customer fi"om submitting multiple conditional 
purchase offers for said goods or sewices. 

113. The method of claim 112, wherein said conditional purchase offer includes an expiration 
date. 

114. The method of claim 1 12, wherei^ said seller inventory and pricing information includes 
seller-defined rules. 

115. The method of claim 112, wherein tnp customer accesses said web page using a web 
browser. 
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116. Thevmethod of claim 112, wherein the customer accesses said web page which displays 
an electronic Vorm containing a number of blanks to be filled out by the customer, the blanks 
representing conditions of the conditional purchase offer. 

117. The method of claim 112, wherein said financial account is a debit account. 

118. The method\of claim 112, wherein said financial account is a credit account. 

119. The method df claim 112, further comprising pre-authorizing said offer price of said 
conditional purchase oVfer with a financial clearinghouse. 

120. The method of claim 112, wherein said payment for said goods or services is guaranteed. 

121. The method of clai^ 1 12, further comprising authenticating said conditional purchase 
offer prior to consideration \Jiereof \ 

122. The method of claim \21, w^^rein said authenticating of said conditional purchase offer 
includes acceptance of a customer/credit card number. 

123. The method of claim 1 12Awherein said taking an action includes limiting additional 
conditional purchase offers containing a progressively increasing price. 

124. The method of claim 1 12,\whVein said taking an action'^includes limiting additional 
conditional purchase offers that a ciistQ^er canjybrfnt within a predefined period of time. 

125. The method of claim 112, whereiA said goods or services includes at least one of an 
airline ticket, an automobile, insurance, conmuter equipment and a hotel accommodation. 

126. The method of claim 112, wherein saifl comparing of said conditional purchase offer with 
seller inventory and pricing information includes accessing information in at least one of: a 
computer reservation system and an airline reservation system. 

127. A method for using a computer to process me sale of goods or services, comprising: 

receiving a first conditional purchaseV)ffer including an offer price fi'om a 
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customer utilizing a web page for purchasing goods or services; 

receiving a payment identifier specifying a financial account for use in providing 



guaranteed payment for said goods or services if said first conditional purchase offer is accepted; 

comparing said first conditional purchase offer with seller inventory and pricing 
information to determine if said first conditional purchase offer is acceptable; 

if saidmrst conditional purchase offer is unacceptable, transmitting a rejection of 
said first conditional purchase offer to the customer; and 

taking aL action to deter the customer from submitting a second conditional 
purchase offer with an increased offer price for said goods or services within a predetermined 
period of time after transmitting aj^^ection o^f said first conditional purchase offer. 



128. The method of claim 12/, wherein said seller inventory and pricing information includes 
seller-defined rules. 

129. The method of claim' 127, wherein the customer accesses said web page using a web 
browser. 

130. The method of claim \l27, wherein the customer accesses said web page which displays 
an electronic form containingla number of bionics to be filled out by the customer, the blanks 
representing conditions of the prst conditional purchase offer. 

131. The method of claim 127, wherein said financial account is a debit account. 

132. The method of claim 127, wherein said financial account is a credit account. 

133. The method of claim 12A wherein said payment for said goods or services is guaranteed. 

134. The method of claim 127,\further comprising authenficating said first conditional 
purchase offer prior to consideration thereof 
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135. The mptfiod^of claiiT/l34, wherein said authenticating of said first conditional purchase 
offer includes acceptance of a customer credit card number. 

136. The methocLof claim 127, wherein said goods or services includes at least one of: an 
airline ticket, an/automobile, insurance, computer equipment and a hotel accommodation, 

137. The method of claim 127, wherein said comparing said first conditional purchase offer 
with sellei/mventory and pricing information includes accessing information in at least one of: a 
computer reservation system and an airline reservation system 



/ \b 138.1 A system, comprising: 

a server providing a web page accessible by customers; 
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Vstorage device storing a program; 
a processor in communication with said storage device, said processor operative with said 
program to: 

receive a first conditional purchase offer including an offer price from a customer 
utilizing said wab page for purchasing goods or services; 

receive a payment identifier specifying a financial account for use in providing 
guaranteed payment for said goods or services if said first conditional purchase offer is accepted; 

compare said first conditional purchase offer with seller inventory and pricing 
information to determme if said first conditional purchase offer is acceptable; 

if said fipst conditional purchase offer is unacceptable, transmit a rejection of said 
first conditional purchasaoffer to the customer; and 

take an action to deter the customer fi-om submitting a second conditional 
purchase offer with an increased offer price for said goods or services within a predetermined 
period of time after transmitting a rejection of said first conditional purchase offer. 
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